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Mount Vernon Lodge No. 219

A. F. &  A. M.

Mount Vernon, Virginia 22121
View From The East – Worshipful Ronald G. Elliott, Sr.
                       June 2010
Dear Brethren,
         The first half of this year is about gone and another Summer is here,    I’m thinking about September for a Saturday Mount Vernon Lodge Family Barbeque.   I will be asking for suggestions on what weekend would be best at our June meeting.   Come out Wednesday evening and give me your ideas.
         For all who did not attend our last meeting, here is an update on the cell tower. The Tower Company along with “AT&T”, have filed a suit in Fairfax County over the County Supervisor’s turn down of the cell tower on our property.  I have received calls from residents in the Plymouth Haven residential area to the rear of our property requesting that we withdraw the suit. As I explained, we have been under contract to the Tower Company for approximately 8 years and being under contract if we withdraw the suit, the Tower Company would then have the right to sue Mount Vernon Lodge which is something we do not want. The Tower Company’s appeal is based on the fact that all County department approved the site, 90% of all residents in the area approved the site and there is no other site that can fill the void.   When I learn more about the status, I will past it on.
         The recent all day “William Hiram Wood” school went very well. Our District Instructor of Work, Worshipful Mike King is doing an outstanding job for District  1B.  We owe Worshipful  Mike a great deal of thanks for his dedication. The monthly District school is well organized and informative.  In attendance from our Lodge at this school was Brother John Tillery, Right Worshipful Bill Short and myself.
          On a sadder note, this past week I received word that Brother Allen Drews, a member of our Lodge has laid down his working tools.  His daughter called me, saying he passed away on May 1st of this year.   For all who may remember this Brother, lets all remember his family in our daily prayers.
          A reminder the “LMIP” store is open 7/24 looking for number 110 before the end of this year. We have 107 LMIP/MLMIPs now.  For those of you who have not yet purchased a ”LMIP” there’s no time like the present. 
          Summer uniform for all line officers…..we will go to white tux jackets this month. 
          Last but by no means least, remember the Lodge is Opened, Tiled and Tested . . . and the sound of the gavel in the East calls the Craft from Refreshment to Labor.  See you in Lodge.

                Fraternally,

                Ronald (Ron) G. Elliott Sr., Worshipful Master
Notes from the Senior Warden in the West - Our Masonic Presidents (continued)

I wanted to continue sharing some historical notes this month about a few more of our nation’s Presidents who were Master Masons.
Andrew Johnson: the 17th President… Johnson was elected Vice President of the United States with A. Lincoln.  He became president 43 days later after Lincoln was assassinated on April 15, 1865.  Johnson is unique in many ways.  First, he is the only President to be impeached.  (Well except for…).  Second, he never attended school a single day in his life.  Third, he came from the deepest poverty and lowest socio-economic status there can possibly be.  Fourth, he returned to the Senate 6years later after his impeachment.  At the age of 35, in 1843, he became a Mason because it gave him emotional support to his ego.  Masonry was the crowning glory of his life.

James Abram Garfield: the 20th President… Garfield was the only Masonic President to be an ordained minister.  He became an Entered Apprentice on November 19, 1861.  He was initiated in Magnolia Lodge No. 20 in Columbus, Ohio.  He then became a Fellow Craft in December of 1861 and the Civil War broke out.  It wasn’t until November of 1864 that he became a Master Mason.  Garfield was a reluctant President.  He made speeches for others until in the end he was nominated and elected.  But he was only in office for six and one half months when he died.  He was shot by a crazed government job seeker in a railway station in Washington.  He lingered on for two months and died September 19, 1881.

Andrew Jackson: the 7th President… Of all the presidents listed so far, Andrew has the most colorful life of all (in my opinion).  I recommend reading about him.  I can not mention too much here.  His mother made sure he was well educated and schooled.  At the age of 13, he joined the Revolutionary War with his older brother.  His service was short.  The British overtook Waxhaw and he was captured.  A British Officer told him to polish his boots and he said no.  The soldier hit his head and left a gash in Andrew’s head and a cut in his hand to the bone.  He was a prisoner for a while with his brother who was sick with smallpox.  His mother went to the camp and asked the commander to release her sons.  He did and returned home with them.  Robert the older brother sat on the horse sick, while Andrew walked behind.  When they returned home, Robert died.  Andrew grew up to be wild and fearless.  He got into a couple of dueling fights and won both, but he lived with two bullets lodged in his chest all his life.  There is no evidence of when Andrew was made a Mason because records were destroyed during the Civil War.  But, it is believed it took place before 1805 in Nashville.  He was a member of Harmony Lodge No. 1.  He was also a member of Cumberland Lodge and this was the same lodge that Sam Houston was a Mason as well.

I hope you have enjoyed some of these historical notes.    Let me turn your attention to some different topics.   First…..next year is our 50th Year Anniversary and I am very interested in hearing what you…..the brethren of Mount Vernon Lodge….would like to see and/or do during our anniversary year.  We are going to schedule a couple informal evenings over the summer months for brethren to come to the lodge, give us some ideas and/or discuss plans for this special year in the life of Mount Vernon Lodge.   This is your Lodge….this is an important celebration in the life or Mount Vernon Lodge…we want to hear from you !

Second…..for those who have never been to a Table Lodge, we have scheduled our second Mount Vernon Table Lodge for June 16 at 7:00 p.m.    This is a tiled lodge event for Master Masons.   Put that date on your calendar….hope to see you there!

Mount Vernon Lodge Website – Check it out !
Go to http://mtvernon219.org..and check out the site and the electronic version of the Trestleboard…..and give the web site address to family and friends so they know what we are doing !!
And the Grand Lodge of Virginia website is still a great source of information.  Go to their website at www.grandlodgeofvirginia.org . . .a lot of great information is now available to Masons and the general public.

And Email Us !!!

If  you need to contact the Lodge via Email (which is monitored by the Lodge Secretary)---send it to mtvernonlodge219@gmail.com.   And if you are not on our email distribution list…and would like to get notices for things like upcoming events, thoughts/prayers for brethren who are not doing very well, and announcements for interesting Masonic events……send us an email and we will add you to the list.

The Gift of Life – Blood Donations 

Brethen,  your blood donation is truly that gift that gives life to others . . . and it really takes very little of your personal time to make this gift happen.   So think about it seriously….stop at the local INOVA Hospital…and take some time out of your busy schedule to donate blood.  Be sure to tell the facility that you are a Master Mason from Mount Vernon Lodge and they will take good care of you.  AND please call Worshipful John Killian, our Lodge Blood Coordinator at 703-360-3480 and let him know when you donated so he can keep a good record of our Lodge blood donations.

Masonic Birthdays 
Here are the brethren who are celebrating their Masonic Birthdays….the day they were were raised as Master Masons.
	Douglas Preston Adkins – 6/13/73

	Robert Carl Berger – 6/19/2001

	James Edward Coffey – 6/30/56

	Maynard Ed Hildebrandt – 6/26/67

	Harrison Rudolph Jones Sr. – 6/20/59

	John David Killian – 6/20/69

	Clinton Charles Morningstar – 6/22/66

	James Owen Shepard Jr. – 6/29/83

	Willard Eugene Slack – 6/11/73

	Gabriel G. Mariscal-6/21/2006

	Thomas W. Formby Jr.-6/13/2009


Did we miss anyone?    If so, please let the Lodge Secretary know …..!!!!

Events/Dates coming up in June 2010:

Every Monday evening, the Lodge is open for instruction and ritual work starting at 7:30 pm and lasting approximately one hour.   

2 June:  Mount Vernon Lodge Stated Meeting at 7:30 p.m.

8 June:   Mount Vernon Chapter Nr. 178, Order of Eastern Star Stated Meeting at 7:30 p.m.

16  June:   Mount Vernon Table Lodge at 7:00 p.m.

23 June:  District 1B Ritual School at John A. Lejeune Lodge at 7:30 p.m.
TBD:  Called Communication for Degrees

Ritual and Degree Work
Brethren, we need help in mentoring and teaching candidates/brethren who are in the degree “pipeline” to becoming Master Masons.   Given the petition balloting at our June Stated Meeting, we will have eleven (11) candidates or brethren working toward different degrees in Freemasonry.  We need help in tutoring these men in catechism or in the alternative method….and we need more than two or three brethren on Monday nights to help us make progress.   Think about this…..we have ELEVEN men that are future Master Masons in our Lodge !!! …this year if we can get some additional “tutoring” help. 
Your Responsibilities When You Sign a Petition as a Recommender
When you sign a petition as the first or second line signer or recommender, you assume certain responsibilities in accordance with the Methodical Digest.  By your signature, you are certifying that the petitioner has resided in Virginia for at least one year, that you have read the petitioner’s answers in the petition and believe them to be true, and that you believe the petitioner is morally and physically qualified, of good character and reputation and under the tongue of good repute. (Sec 2.94-Methodical Digest).  You have a further inherent responsibility as a recommender of a petition and that is to be physically present at the Stated Meeting when the petition is up for balloting and speak for the candidate.   If you cannot be present for that meeting, then a signed/written statement testifying to the character of the petitioner should be delivered to the Lodge Secretary prior to that Stated Meeting.
We Still Need Help with Mail Runs
Brethren, we still need volunteers who can be added to the list at the Mount Vernon Post Office and be authorized to pick up mail from our post office box and deliver outgoing mail.   Our Lodge Secretary is now working in Reston and cannot make it out to the Mount Vernon Post Office during their operating hours.   Please contact the Worshipful Master or the Lodge Secretary if you can help out.

Life Membership in Perpetuity/Memorial Life Membership in Perpetuity (LMIP/MLMIP)
As the Worshipful Master said in his remarks, we are looking at getting to 110 LMIP/MLMIP memberships this year…and we are close !    We have 107 LMIPs/MLMIPs right now….only three more to go!    Think about it……think about never having to pay dues again……think about a gift to the Lodge that keeps on giving after you are gone.  The current price of a LMIP is $1,088 and we can set up installment plans to help you manage within your budget.    If you need more information, contact Worshipful Charles Hinkle, the Worshipful Master or the Lodge Secretary. 
Note from the Lodge Secretary 

Brethren, I will be retiring from the position of Lodge Secretary of Mount Vernon Lodge  at the end of December, 2011.  This is a firm decision as I will be taking on additional responsibilities in other areas personally, professionally and Masonically at that point in time and will not be able to perform all the duties required of a Lodge Secretary.  I am giving this advance notice so that anyone who is interested in being considered for election to this position can talk with me and we can do some advance training and planning.

The Second Mount Vernon Table Lodge !!
Have you ever been to a Table Lodge ?    If not, we are going to give you another opportunity to attend…and more importantly enjoy our second Mount Vernon Table Lodge.   It is scheduled for Wednesday, 16 June, starting at 7:00 p.m.    Come on out, enjoy some good food and a very different kind of lodge meeting.     One note…..this is a “tiled” lodge and only Master Masons can attend.

Mount Vernon Lodge Historical Note – And the Record Shows  . . . .

During the One Hundred Eighty Third session of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, the petition of Mount Vernon Lodge was approved.  The following is an excerpt of a report of the Grand Lodge proceedings as compiled by the members of Mount Vernon Lodge in attendance:  “The Charter Committee met at 9:00 a.m.to consider the request of Mount Vernon Lodge U.D. for a charter.  At 9:04 a.m. the Charter Committee went into Executive Session and at 9:06 a.m. assigned
Number 219 to Mount Vernon Lodge and made official recommendation to the Grand Lodge that a charter be granted.”   The Charter was subsequently signed by the Grand Master of Masons of the Commonwealth of Virginia, Most Worshipful Brother Charles Malone Flintoff, 
on February 15, 1961
“Someone must mix the mortar,
Someone must gather the stone,
For neither the man nor the master
Has ever built alone.
In building a roof for the lowly
Or a palace for the king,
It is only by working together
That we will ever accomplish a thing.” 

                                 (Author Unknown)
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