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Mount Vernon Lodge No. 219

A. F. &  A. M.

Mount Vernon, Virginia 22121
View From The East – Worshipful Ronald G. Elliott, Sr.
                      March 2010
Dear Brethren,
                 Our February stated meeting with our newly elected “DDGM Larry Alexander” went very well as well as the inspection of our lodge records.  We owe our Lodge Secretary, Worshipful  Grayson Koogle, PM, a great deal of credit and thanks for having our records/ books so complete and orderly  (among the best, I’m told in the state).

                  We now have 11 in the pipeline for degrees in Masonry.   In February,  we raised 3 Fellow Craft and on 23 February,  we will have 1 or 2 initiated as Entered Apprentices (need help).    I’m looking at two called meeting in March to raise 2 to 4 more.   I will announce the dates at the March Stated meeting.     Hopefully in April, we will raise 2 or more to the degree of Master Mason.   I’m looking to have all 11 brothers in the pipeline through their degrees well before the end of this year . . . with your help.

                  The month of February has been a very bad weather month . . . snow, snow and more snow.  We’ve plowed our parking lot once and by the time you read this maybe twice more getting ready for our very busy week starting on 22 February, when we’ll have activities at the lodge 5 out of 7 days.  

                  I’m looking for a larger attendance at our stated meeting.   If we had only 1/3 of our members at each stated meeting, discounting for the brethren who have moved out of the area, I feel we should see at least 40 Brothers at each stated meeting.   Get out, support your Lodge, be a active part of what is happening in your Lodge and know what is going on. . . don’t be content to be just a card carrying Mason.   

                 Take Notice!!    Once again,  I want to remind you (hopefully you will read this before the 27th) that  our first Social Event of the year will be on the 27 February . . . .our annual “Chili Dinner and Cake Walk” at Mount Vernon Lodge beginning at 6:30 P.M. and ending when we’ve eaten all the Chili and given away all the Cakes !!  Tickets for this event can be picked up from Worshipful Charles Hinkle at his shop, from me and at the door that evening.    Also I need verbal commitments from all who plan on bringing Chili and Cakes that evening, so please call me 703-989-9145.   So far the ticket sales have been slow . . .  this is not good.    Stop snoozing, get away from the TV, get outdoors, smell the air and come join your Brethren in some fun and fellowship.    Support your Lodge . . . remember that the funds we raise from this event helps to  pay our bills through the year.

                 For all who have been thinking about it but have not yet not purchased a “LMIP”,  the store is OPEN!!    See Worshipful Charles Hinkle, Worshipful Grayson Koogle or myself . . .  we will be glad to get you started on the paperwork.    Support your Lodge by getting a Life Membership in Perpetuity.

And remember . . .  last but by no means least . . .The Lodge is opened, tiled and tested and the sound of the gavel in the East calls the Craft from Refreshment to Labor.  See you in Lodge!

                Fraternally,

                Ronald (Ron) G. Elliott Sr., Worshipful Master
Notes from the West – Brother John T. Tillery, Senior Warden

Brethren, 

Much is written about Masonic Etiquette in the Presentation Volume.  In Section III and IV there are many rules of civility, or how to behave in public and in Masonic meetings.  We all know the rules of proper behavior in public, but sometimes we forget Masonic rules of etiquette in a lodge room.  People can be increasingly rude and inconsiderate just about everywhere we go.  The level of mudslinging in the America appears to have reached new heights lately.  But, there is a difference between etiquette . . . which can change with time, and civility . . .which relates to treating people with respect.  Masonry is unique in the fact that we live a moral life . . . and we have a common sense approach to behaving with other Masons.  Masonry is work, and Masonic work is our duty.  We owe it to ourselves and our brethren to live by the requirements stated in the Constitutions in Masonry.

For example: we should “salute each other (Masons) in a courteous manner.”  With strangers, “be cautious with your words.”  Never take the Creator’s name in vain.  Live by the Golden rule.  “Masons ought to be moral men.”  Most, if not all of us are living up to these standards but for the sake of this article, I will be focusing on behavior in Lodge meetings.

When attending a Lodge meeting, a Mason should be punctual.   If he is late, he should must address the Master in due form at the altar.  His attire should be neat and appropriate for all Masonic meeting, preferably a suit if possible.  During the meeting, he must not hold either private or personal conversations which might be a distraction.

All of us strive towards perfection in our ritual.  After all, everything is memorized and there is a lot to remember.  But being human and under pressure to perform well in front of our Lodge Brothers… we can and do make mistakes.  Please understand that unsolicited prompting from the sidelines is disruptive and discouraged.  It only confuses the speaker when a lot of people shout out the ritual at them from the sidelines.  Generally, the Worshipful Master or the Lodge Instructor of Work assigns a prompter.  So, if you were not the one assigned to prompt… please don’t.

We all should aspire to live by these requirements of behavior in our daily lives, but most especially in Lodge.  I encourage all of you to read the first thirty pages of the Presentation Volume, especially if you have not read it before . . . and be reminded of how to live a Masonic life.
NOTE-----Our Web Site Address Has Changed -----Go Check it Out !!!! 
Go to http://mtvernon219.org..and check out the site and the electronic version of the Trestleboard…..and give the web site address to family and friends so they know what we are doing !!
AND---our Email address has changed----if you need to contact the Lodge via Email (which is monitored by the Lodge Secretary)---send it to mtvernonlodge219@gmail.com
 A Little More History - Countdown to Mount Vernon Lodge 50th Anniversary

So last month we talked about how our Lodge got the name Mount Vernon Lodge….but how did our Lodge really get started ?      Well . . . in the month of February 1960, eight Masons met one evening at Bell Electric Company to discuss their dream of starting a Masonic Lodge.  Those eight Brethren were: 

Charles E. Wallace  
James Smith

Ralph I. Merrill
John H. King

Richard Colyer
Julius B. Taylor

Morris Taylor

Benjamin Fleitell 
They started to hold weekly meetings and seven more Masons joined this group as they started to put together the petition for dispensation and other required paperwork.  Those additional seven Brethren were: 

John D. Hunt

George G. Koogle Jr.

James E. Coffey
Louis Finks

John R. King Jr.
Leonard S. Lorentzen 

Harold Lewis 
These 15 men then traveled around to lodges in the area gathering signatures from Master Masons on a petition to the Grand Lodge requesting that Mount Vernon Lodge be granted a dispensation to hold regular meetings at the Mount Vernon Fire Hall.     The petition signed by 48 Master Masons was submitted to the Grand Lodge of Virginia and that dispensation was granted on August 17, 1960.
On August 26, 1960, the first stated communication of Mount Vernon Lodge Under Dispensation was opened by Right Worshipful Brother Lawrence E. Nail, District Deputy Grand Master and Worshipful Master Pro-Tem.  The Grand Lodge of Virginia dispensation for Mount Vernon Lodge, dated 17 August 1960, was read and the first election of officers was 
held that night.   The officers elected and appointed were: 


Worshipful Master 
Charles E. Wallace


Senior Warden
John D. Hunt


Junior Warden

Edward A. Buckmaster 


Treasurer

James E. Coffey


Secretary

Harold E. Lewis


Senior Deacon

Ralph I. Merrill


Junior Deacon

John H. King Jr.


Senior Steward
John R. King Jr. 


Junior Steward
Leonard S. Lorentzen 


Chaplain

Benjamin Fleitell 


Tiler


Charles E. Knupfer 
So . . . now you know how Mount Vernon Lodge started.   Next month we will tell you where the Lodge got all the paraphernalia that they needed to hold lodge…..like aprons, officer jewels, altar, etc….and we will tell you about the first called communication and the Lodge’s first family dinner! (If you know where that first family dinner was held and you are the first one to tell the Lodge Secretary at the March Stated, he will give you a free Mt.Vernon Lodge ball cap!)

Got any new ideas for celebrating our 50th Anniversary next  year?   If you do, please contact the Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, Worshipful Covert Williamson or the Lodge Secretary . . . or better yet . . . come to Lodge and tell us in person !!

Worshipful John Killian needs blood !! 
Well, he does not need it personally….but now that we have your attention….have you checked into the local INOVA Hospital and donated some blood lately ?   Be sure to tell the facility that you are a Master Mason from Mount Vernon Lodge and they will take good care of you.  AND please call Worshipful John Killian, our Lodge Blood Coordinator at 703-360-3480 and let him know when you donated so he can keep a good record of our Lodge blood donations.
Masonic Birthdays
Happy Birthday to the following Brethren who have Masonic Birthdays in March.
Brother Charles J. Allen – raised March 14, 1973
Worshipful Gerald Dennis Badinger – raised March 13, 2002

Brother Gordon R. Craig – raised March 16, 1984

Brother Richard Charles Allen – raised March 31, 1999

Brother Jay E. Garbus – raised March 25, 2009

Worshipful Charles C. Hinkle – raised March 14, 1973

Brother Charles Joseph Hinkle – raised March 31, 1999

Brother Billy Lee Pritchett – raised March 12, 1986

Brother James Vernon Rewis – raised March 29, 1972

Worshipful Ernest Alfred Snyder – raised March 17, 1983

Brother Jack Ernest Snyder – raised March 14, 1985

Brother Gary Lester Binge – raised March 10, 2004

 (And if we missed anyone, please let the Lodge Secretary know…..don’t want to miss anyone !)

Education – Quotable Quotes.
“It has not been my fortune to know very much of Freemasonry, but I have had the great fortune to know many Freemasons and have been able in that way to judge the tree by its fruit. I know of your high ideals. I have seen that you hold your meetings in the presence of the open Bible, and I know that men who observe that formality have high sentiments of citizenship, of worth, and character. That is the strength of our Commonwealth and nation." (Calvin Coolidge)

"It is most reverently to be wished, that the conduct of every member of the fraternity, as well as those publications that discover the principles which actuate them, may tend to convince mankind that the grand object of Masonry is to promote the happiness of the human race."   (George Washington)

"I ask of each Mason, of each member, of each brother, that he shall remember ever that there is upon him a peculiar obligation to show himself in every respect a good citizen; for after all, the way he can best do his duty by the ancient order to which he belongs is by reflecting credit upon that order by way in which he performs his duty as a citizen of the United States." (Theodore Roosevelt)
Upcoming Calendar Events 
Date (Day)

Event





Time


27 February (Sat)     
Mount Vernon Lodge Chili Cook-off

6:30 pm



and Cake Walk

1 March (Mon)
Mount Vernon Lodge Ritual Practice

7:30 pm

3 March (Wed)
Mount Vernon Lodge Stated Meeting
7:30 pm

7 March (Sun)

Mount Vernon Chapter 178 OES

6:00 pm




School of Instruction

8 March (Mon)
Mount Vernon Lodge Ritual Practice

7:30 pm

9 March (Tues)
Mount Vernon Chapter 178 OES

7:30 pm




Stated Meeting

TBD 


Called Communication 


7:30 pm
13 March (Sat)
Mount Vernon Chapter 178, OES

7:30 pm




Installation of Officers

15 March (Mon)
Mount Vernon Lodge Ritual Practice

7:30 pm

20 March (Sat)
Division Leadership Conference

9:00 am – Scottish Rite 










Alexandria

22 March (Mon)
Mount Vernon Lodge Ritual Practice

7:30 pm

24 March (Wed)
District 1B Ritual School 


7:30 pm 




Dale City Lodge No. 319

29 March (Mon)
Mount Vernon Lodge Ritual Practice

7:30 pm
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